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ever. From this time on, the Austro-Hungarian Near
Eastern policy became one of grab in the Balkans: if
possible, this country was willing to transfer territory
from the Turkish to the Hapsburg yoke, but it was just
as willing to extend its boundaries at the expense of the
independent Balkan States. Any animosity which Aus-
trian or Magyar may have felt towards the Turks was
mild compared with the hatred which they felt towards
the Serbian. In fact, at the opening of the twentieth cen-
tury, a strange aspect of the Pan-Turanian movement
was to be found in the efforts of the Magyars for a rap-
prochement with the Turks.
The German interest in the Near East was of very re-
cent development. Bismarck was notoriously opposed to
any German interference in this region. Starting with
the Triple Alliance, the idea of Mitteleurvpa (a word
which was in reality intended to cover the whole region
"from Hamburg to the Persian Gulf") became the key-
stone of German ambitions and diplomacy.
The historians of the future will have only one harder
problem to solve than that as to how Germany succeeded
in deceiving her enemies in the years just preceding the
outbreak of the World War. This harder problem will
be to discover how Germany succeeded in deceiving her
allies. In the early years of the century Germany was
contemplating a more complete absorption of Turkey
than even Russia had ever hoped for, but she planned
to secure such an absorption not in the guise of an open
enemy but under the cloak of a treacherous ally. No
student of history can doubt that German success in the
recent war would have been speedily followed by what
would have been practically the German annexation of
Turkey. In view of the many brilliant triumphs of Turk-
ish diplomacy, it is hard to understand the Turkish blind-
ness and stupidity on this occasion. Possibly the one
contingency against which the Turks never thought of

